Economics 16+ Entry Exam - Rationale

There is a past paper attached, which is very indicative of future content, but there will be a slightly revised, uniform format for future exams.
Papers will be equally weighted across three sections, and each section scored out of 8.
The exam is 45 minutes long, and whilst applicants are free to move between sections, it is advised to spend 15 minutes on each section.

Section A consists of non-subject-specific multiple-choice questions modelled closely on the Thinking Skills Assessment (TSA) Section 1 and other university admissions tests (such as the TMUA). Rather than testing prior economic theory, these questions assess aptitude: specifically in avoiding logical traps, isolating variables, and interpreting unfamiliar graphical functions.
Whilst somewhat challenging (the test aims to differentiate candidates by ability), the fundamental knowledge required is in line with what would be expected of a high-achieving GCSE maths student. Applicants do not need to go beyond the GCSE maths syllabus, or attempt entrance exams designed for 18 year olds.

Section B is a test of the candidate’s general understanding of economics in the real world. Applicants who regularly read/watch the news, have discussions about current affairs with their peers and adults, and take an interest in the world around them will find they have plenty to discuss.
The format is to produce a balanced response to a choice of three questions (designed to cover a wide range of contexts that a typical curious 15-16 year old will be able to engage with).

Section C is where candidates are asked to make a balanced response on a choice of three topics that are likely to relate to them more personally (themes that a typical 15-16 year old would be aware of). Applicants should focus on presenting both sides of an argument, and typically will be asked to weigh up the pros/cons, benefits/costs, positive/negatives of a scenario.
Marking will reward the quality of ideas, the way they are presented and the ability to find balance in an argument. There will not be additional credit for memorised statistics or highly technical ideas not related to the question. This mimics the writing style required in A-level responses, without the technical theory.

Whilst an entrance test will inevitable present a degree of stress and uncertainty, it is hoped that it is understood that the Economics entrance exam is seeking to identify the skills many applicants already have. It is unlikely that any particular preparation will be effective, beyond brushing up on GCSE mathematics, discussing current affairs, and thinking critically about the world around them!
