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16+ Entrance Examination   
Philosophy
SAMPLE

	





Time allowed: 45 mins


Instructions

There are two sections in this exam.

Sections A and B are equally weighted, so you ought to divide your time equally.



Section A

“One good example suffices: making a thing which its maker cannot afterwards destroy. This is certainly a possible feat, a feat which some human beings have performed. Can God perform that feat or not? If he cannot, there is already some logically possible feat which God cannot perform. If he can perform the feat, then let us suppose that he does… Then we are supposing God to have brought about a situation in which he has made something he cannot destroy, and in that situation destroying that thing is a logically possible feat that God cannot accomplish, for we surely cannot admit of the idea of a creature whose destruction is logically impossible.”

[from P.T. Geach, Providence and Evil]

1. In your own words, explain Geach’s challenge to those who believe God is all-powerful. 

2. If there is something that God cannot do, how might a believer defend the position that He is still all-powerful?
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Section B

3. If I am 100% certain that you are going to commit a crime tomorrow is it acceptable for me to punish you today?
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